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suit. the cour de cassation  rejected her claim  in  1897  and  justified 
sara l. Kimble is assistant professor of history at the University of Northern iowa. she is complet-





 Marie-thérèse Moreau,  “Une  conférence d’une  femme magistrat,” L’union nationale des 
femmes, Feb. 10, 1931, 2.
 Marcelle Kraemer-Bach,  “Fédération  internationale des  femmes  avocats,” La Française, 
Nov. 9,  1929; Kraemer-Bach,  “l’enfance en danger moral,” La Française, Dec. 30,  1933; Wanda 
Grabinska, “l’enfant devant le tribunal,” in Première assemblée générale de l’Association internationale des 
juges des enfants: Journées des 26, 27, 28 et 29 juillet 1930 (Brussels, 1931), 52–69.
 Maria Vérone, “les femmes dans la magistrature dans le monde entier,” Le droit des femmes, 





Freedman, Maternal Justice: Miriam Van Waters and the Female Reform Tradition (chicago, 1996).




were disenfranchised  and  thus  ineligible  to  serve  in  a  “virile  office.” 
the  independent  socialist deputy rené Viviani believed  that women 
had a right to work in the profession for which they had been trained 
and so sponsored legislation to permit women to work as avocats. Under 




right  to vote or  the  right  to become  judges. consequently, Viviani’s 
bill became the law of December 1, 1900, that created a two-tiered legal 
profession by admitting women to the bar without making any provi-
sions  for  their entrance  into other related  jobs normally open to  law 
school graduates, from notary to magistrate.
  Over the next four decades, advocates for women’s rights endeav-
ored  to  equalize  opportunities  in  the  legal  and  juridical  profession, 
yet their concerted effort did not bring success until 1946. this article 
asks why women in France were prevented for so long from serving as 





this  reform. During  these phases, what  strategies did reformers pur-
sue  to bring equality  to  the  judiciary? How did  reformers work with 
the National Assembly and other governmental bodies to further their 
cause? How did  the  conceptualization of  gender  roles on both  sides 
inform the debates? How did the campaign for professional opportu-








tudes  and  justifying  inequitable practices. the  initial  antidiscrimina-
 Archives Nationales (hereafter AN), c 5659, dossier 1734.






















they  faced  an  opposition  that  insisted  on  women’s  inferiority  and 
resorted  to  a  convenient  claim  that  political  rights  were  a  prerequi-




increasingly as  anachronistic,  they constituted  a  bulwark  against  the 
claims for women’s  judicial eligibility. the reform movement was dis-
advantaged  not  only  by  law  but  also  by  culture. cultural  prejudices 
painted women as lacking the essential characteristics that judges typi-
fied:  intellect,  sangfroid,  objectivity,  and  impartiality.  consequently, 
the battle to remove the gender requirement from the judiciary posed 
a challenge  to male hegemony  in  society. the  two camps could only 
 On feminism and maternalism, see Karen M. Offen, “Defining Feminism: A comparative 
Historical Approach,” Signs 14 (1988): 119–57; and Françoise thébaud, ed., Toward a Cultural Iden-
tity in the Twentieth Century, vol. 5 of A History of Women in the West (cambridge, 1994), 405–15.
 At the beginning of the twentieth century, women constituted 40 percent of the white-
collar sector and 32 percent of the workforce overall. see Joan W. scott, “the Woman Worker,” 
in A History of Women in the West, vol. 4, ed. Geneviève Fraisse and Michelle Perrot (cambridge, 




0 the  reforms  enacted  in  1938 did  little  to  alter  the  legal  powers  of  the husband.  see 
Paul smith, “the eternal Minor: Feminism and the civil code,” in Feminism and the Third Republic: 

































French people in their legal system” (The French National School for the Judiciary [Bordeaux, (2005?)], 
3).  see  also  John Bell,  sophie Boyron,  and  simon Whittaker, Principles of French Law  (Oxford, 
1998), 60–66; and Anne Boigeol, “la formation des magistrats: De l’apprentissage sur le tas de 




 charles turgeon, Le féminisme français: L’émancipation individuelle et sociale de la femme, vol. 1 
(Paris, 1907), 467.
 linda l. clark, Schooling the Daughters of Marianne: Textbooks and the Socialization of Girls in 
Modern French Primary Schools (Albany, NY, 1984); rebecca rogers, From the Salon to the Schoolroom: 
Educating Bourgeois Girls in Nineteenth-Century France (University Park, PA, 2005).
FeMiNisM AND tHe JUDiciArY  613
female employees in the Ministry of the interior successfully defended 
their  positions  in  public  administration  and  supported  a  larger  role 
for women in civil service by using maternalist rhetoric. in this case, 
the maternalists  contended  that  women’s mothering  skills  singularly 
qualified them for roles in the public sphere, a position that ultimately 
undermined  their  primarily  domestic  identity.  Women’s  participa-
tion  in  the  socially acceptable  fields  of  nursing  and  social work had 













  By  the early  twentieth century many government ministries had 
hired  women  as  typists  and  clerks,  though  women  experienced  dis-
crimination  in  terms  of  pay  and  promotion. Women  were  unevenly 
employed in the public sector because the law of December 29, 1882, 
authorized ministries  to  self-regulate.  in  1910,  for  example,  a  typi-
cal ministry hired only a few hundred women, while public education 
employed more  than  seventy  thousand. the Ministry of  the General 
Post Office  and  the National Archives  kept  their  salary  costs  low  by 
strategically employing  thousands of women.0 By contrast,  the Min-
 linda l. clark, “Feminist Maternalists and the French state: two inspectresses General 
in  the Pre–World War third republic,”  Journal of Women’s History  12  (2000):  32–59; clark, The 




 Katrin schultheiss, Bodies and Souls: Politics and the Professionalization of Nursing in France, 
1880–1922 (cambridge, 2001).
 evelyne Diebolt, Les femmes dans l’action sanitaire, sociale et culturelle, 1901–2001: Les associa-
tions face aux institutions (Paris, 2001), 236–41; Diebolt, “Femmes protestantes faces aux politiques 
de  santé publique, 1900–1939,” Bulletin de la Société d’histoire du protestantisme français  146 (2000): 
91–132; Brigitte Bouquet et al., eds., “Histoire des premières écoles de service social en France, 
1908–1938,” special issue, Vie sociale, nos. 1–2 (1995).









  Women’s rights advocates called  for an end to discrimination  in 
all  fields  and  argued  that women’s  employment,  especially  in  visible 









The feminist movement and the Juvenile Courts
the campaign to allow women to serve as judges is linked to the history 
of the juvenile courts in France because reformers propagated the idea 
that women were best  suited  to preside over  the  juvenile courts first 
before entering other jurisdictions. the influential jurist emile Garçon 
opined in 1911 that “no eloquent, persuasive speeches” were required 





children’s  rights  advocates,  political  leaders,  and  feminists  that  the 
des postes et télégraphes à la fin du XiXe siècle,” Annales: Economies, sociétés, civilisations 3 (1985): 
625–40.
 Antoine Bonnefoy, Place aux femmes! Les carrières féminines administratives et libérales (Paris, 
1913), 59, 303–5.
 laurence Klejman and Florence rochefort, L’égalité en marche: Le féminisme sous la Troisième 
République (Paris, 1989).
 Nancy F. cott, The Grounding of Modern Feminism (New Haven, ct, 1987), 215.
 see, e.g., Ada Bittenbender, “Women in law,” Report of the International Council of Women, 
Assembled by the National Woman Suffrage Association, Washington, D.C., U.S. of America, March 25 to April 
1, 1888 (Washington, Dc, 1888), 173–79.
 emile Garçon, “Quelques observations  sur  le projet de  loi  relatif aux  tribunaux pour 

















approach  to  juvenile  justice  and  called  for  the  greater  participation 
of women in the judiciary. Vérone, a freethinker with a socialist back-
ground, would  emerge  as  the preeminent  female  lawyer of  her  gen-
eration and as a  leader of  the women’s rights movement. From her 
professional experience she concluded that the judicial system treated 
children  callously and  ineffectively. calling  for action,  she published 
the following criticism in the newspaper Le matin:






reach  their clients.  inside  the  chamber,  there  is  an  indescribable 
tumult: children are crying, mothers are weeping, fathers are pro-
testing violently against  judicial decisions  that  they do not under-
stand; the children do not want to testify and must be carried bodily 
by the guards to take the stand as they cry out for their parents; the 
 Henri  rollet,  “the  Probation  system  in  France,”  in Probation and Criminal Justice,  ed. 
sheldon Glueck (New York, 1933), 298.
 statistique générale de la France, Annuaire statistique de la France (Paris, 1912), 125, table 1; 
Patricia O’Brien, The Promise of Punishment: Prisons in Nineteenth-Century France (Princeton, NJ, 1982), 
116.
 eugène Prévost and Paul Kahn, La loi sur les tribunaux pour enfants: Conditions d’application 
(Paris, 1914), 63; Maria Vérone, discussion on June 29, 1911, in Premier congrès international des tribu-
naux pour enfants, ed. Marcel Kleine (Paris, 1912), 346.
 see Maurice Hamburger, Nos plus grands avocats (Paris, 1930), 170–76; Jean Maitron et al., 
eds., Dictionnaire biographique du mouvement ouvrier français, 44 vols. (Paris, 1964–97), s.v. “Vérone, 
Maria.”
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for  its  cruel and  tragically  fatal use of  solitary confinement. Alterna-








pated benefits of  female  judges  in the youth courts on the basis  that 
women were more  devoted  than men  to  the  rehabilitation  of  delin-






domestic  arena  qualified  them  as  experts  for  these  new courts.  By 
0 Maria Vérone, “les tribunaux spéciaux pour enfants,” Le matin, May 27, 1911.
 André Moufflet, “le meeting du 27 juin 1911,” Le droit des femmes, Jan. 1912, 12–15.
 On institutional conditions, see Henri Gaillac, Les maisons de correction, 1830–1945 (Vau-
cresson, 1971). clément Griffe’s  influential history of  the teA made a special note of Vérone’s 














  the  principal  juvenile  justice  reformers  readily  acknowledged 
that  women  satisfied  their  essential  criteria  for  juvenile magistrates. 
Women’s suitability resulted from their experience with children and 
their appreciation of the moral and social stakes  involved in treating 
at-risk  youth. Moreover,  reformers  trusted women  to  adopt  the new 
criminology  that  favored  rehabilitation  over  punition. the  vision  of 









obscurity of  the  infantile  psyche;  you,  our wives  and  our daughters, 
look into the problems of these poor,  little fleurs du mal, bruised and 
languishing,  sometimes malevolent; with  you and by  your action, we 
will succeed in rebuilding their consciences and then return them to 





Hause and Anne r. Kenney, Women’s Suffrage and Social Politics in the French Third Republic (Prince-
ton, NJ, 1984), 213.
 Mary M. lilly, “the French Women lawyers,” Case and Comment 21 (1914): 433.
 comité de défense des enfants traduits en justice de Paris, Procès-verbal de la séance solen-
nelle de rentrée du 14 janvier 1914 (Paris, 1914).





some  reasoned,  because working  on  such  cases  lacked  prestige  and 
would  have  been  undesirable  for  those who were  not motivated,  at 
least  in part,  by altruism. Dreyfus  and casabianca knew of  few male 
judges who were interested in children’s affairs and of still fewer who 
had  expressed  a  willingness  to  leave  their  current  positions  to work 
with youth. senator Philippe Berger argued resolutely for employing 
women  as  court  auxiliaries  because,  he  declared,  “France  is  full  of 
good mothers” who would take on duties that might be “disagreeable, 
exhausting,  and  difficult.”  liberal  legal  professionals  claimed  that 
female  lawyers  already constituted  a  corps of  experienced and dedi-
cated  children’s  advocates  from which  juvenile magistrates might be 
recruited. Nevertheless, legal reform was required to create new oppor-
tunities for women. in 1911–12 the parliamentary debates on the ques-
tion of establishing the  tribunaux pour enfants et adolescents  (teA) held 
such promise.
The law of July 22, 1912
the establishment of a judicial and social service system designed for 
the  moral  recovery  of  delinquent  children  ultimately  required  the 
modification of  twenty-eight articles of  the Penal code,  the redefini-
tion of the minor’s legal status, the allocation of court chambers, and 
the appointment of judges, délégués, and other staff to work on scores 
of  cases. After  several  false  starts  and  eighteen months of negotia-
tion,  senator Dreyfus’s  bill  won  approval. the  central  innovation  of 








magistrate with  limited powers,  compiled pretrial  evidence  to  estab-
lish the guilt of the adolescent defendant, a responsibility wielded by 
 Kleine, Premier congrès international, 13–14, 349–51. Berger was a former Hebrew professor 
mentored by ernest rénan. see Jean Jolly, ed., Dictionnaire des parlementaires français (1889–1940) 
(Paris, 1962), s.v. “Berger, Philippe.”
 Monique charvin et al., Recherche sur les juges des enfants: Approches historique, démographique, 
sociologique (Paris, 1996), 12.
0 see Pascale Quincy-lefebvre, Une histoire de l’enfance difficile: Familles, institutions et déviances, 







searching  households  for  criminal  evidence,  interrogating  relevant 
parties, and ordering an autopsy in the event of a murder. Bérenger’s 

























  the  justice minister,  Antoine  Perrier,  countered  Berger’s  seem-
ingly innocuous plan with a fierce and unequivocal answer: “it will not 
do  to  grant  to women, under  this  disguised  form,  the  authorization 
 Bell, Boyron, and Whittaker, Principles of French Law, 123. the deputy Paul Beauregard 
attacked the rapporteurs as “fake judges,” while law professor Garçon argued that their power to 










this  opportunity  to  infiltrate  all  other courts.  evoking women’s  duty 
to  the mission sociale, he declared:  “the  role  that we  leave  to woman 
outside the halls of justice is still sufficiently great and attractive to her. 



















praised avocates  for crafting  a  trusting  rapport with  delinquents.  las 




“our colleague” who  could  instruct  everyone  on  the  complexities  of 
delinquency.











big, maladroit  hands.” Le temps  disapproved  of  Perrier’s  alignment 
with  the  “strict  traditionalists”  and concluded  that  since women had 
the right to defend clients, they were also competent to judge them. 
the  novelist  lucien  Descaves  suggested  that  if  the  judicial  edifice 
“trembled” with the arrival of women, then “repairs to its foundation” 























  everyone  rightfully  wondered  whether  full  judicial  access  for 
women would soon be granted as Perrier had forecast, and feminists 




 lucien Descaves, “les congrès des  tribunaux pour enfants réclame  la  femme comme 
juge d’instruction,” June 25, 1911, in Bibliothèque Marguerite Durand (hereafter BMD), 347.
0 Marguerite Durand,  “A propos des  tribunaux pour enfants: le rôle des  femmes,” Les 
nouvelles, June 29, 1911.
 Vérone, “les tribunaux spéciaux pour enfants”; Vérone, “les femmes rapporteurs aux 




















until  1928  and  1933. the  attorney  suzanne Grinberg believed  that 
effective courts must adopt the American-style reeducation approach 
that  offered  social, moral,  and  educational  assistance  to  children  to 
prevent recidivism, rather than punishment. this approach was more 
popular  among  women  than  men  in  France.  Henri  rollet,  the  first 
president of  the children’s courts  for the seine, who had affinities  to 
women’s rights groups, applied this more sensitive approach to his adju-
dications, favoring probation over confinement, only to be demoted in 




 Mme. [Ghénia] Avril de sainte-croix, ed., Dixième congrès international des femmes: Oeuvres 
et institutions féminines, droits des femmes; 2 juin 1913, Paris (Paris, 1914), 577, 407, 397.
 ibid., 386–87, 396–97.
 Georges Bourdon, “les tribunaux pour enfants,” Le Figaro, Mar. 7, 1914.
 Martine Kaluszynksi, “enfance coupable et criminologie,” in Protéger l’enfant: Raison juri-








ing  in prisons did  gradually  fall  as  alternative  treatments  gained popularity.  For example,  the 
number of boys and girls sent to correctional penitentiaries fell to 3,205 in 1919, down by 26 per-
cent from 1910, with boys the majority of those in custody. see statistique Générale de la France, 
Annuaire statistique de la France (Paris, 1912–24), tables établissements d’éducation correctionnelle.
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The legacy of War and the masculine Judiciary
At the outbreak of war in August 1914, most feminists prioritized their 































of  the masculine  judiciary by casting doubt on men’s fitness  as  juve-
nile magistrates. the  attorney Marie-thérèse  isnard  questioned  the 
credibility  of  an  exclusively  male teA  and  rejected  the  supposition 
 Jean-Pierre royer, Histoire de la justice en France: De la monarchie absolue à la République (Paris, 
1995), 674–83.





that  women  could  not  be  judges  without  first  establishing  their  eli-






  Another  seemingly promising moment  for  judicial  reform came 
in the wake of the publication of Le tribunal pour enfants (1923), the first 
comprehensive  study of  the teA’s  effectiveness. the unlikely author, 
chloe Owings, an American Protestant social worker and wartime red 
cross volunteer, then a student at the sorbonne, evaluated every stage 


















Owings  to  ask:  “Do women not wish  to  take part  in  these meetings, 
or do the men not admit them?” reformers applauded Owings’s cri-
 Marie-thérèse isnard, “De la nécessité de la femme magistrat,” Le droit des femmes, May 
1922, 120–22.













  the effect of Owings’s work, however, was  to redirect  the thrust 
of juvenile court reform away from the question of female judges and 

















of  the  legal  profession.  in  the  aftermath  of  the war,  France  faced  a 
paucity of traditional candidates for the bench that renewed the discus-












0  Henriette  chandet,  “Mme.  Germaine  Poinso-chapuis:  Députée  des  Bouches-du-
rhône,” L’union nationale des femmes 15 (1946): 3. Aid existed in cities only; elsewhere inquiries into 
children’s  backgrounds  were  limited  or  even  “nonexistent.”  see Marie-sylvie Dupont-Bouchat 
and eric Pierre, eds., Enfance et justice au XIXe siècle  (Paris, 2001), 337. in 1952 the sse changed 
its name to the Olga spitzer Association, and a related organization exists today as la Fondation 
d’enfance. see Pierre de casabianca and raoul Gabriel de Pascalis, Nouveau guide pour la protection 
de l’enfance traduite en justice, à l’usage des magistrats, des avocats et des auxiliaires des tribunaux pour enfants 
et adolescents (Paris, 1934), 358–60; sarah Fishman, The Battle for Children: World War II, Youth Crime, 




no  longer  focused on  the  juvenile  judiciary but  ranged widely,  from 
























quently,  in 1928  female  lawyers and  judges  formed the international 
Federation of Women in the legal careers (Fédération international 
des Femmes des carrières Juridiques, or FiFcJ) to build solidarity. At 
the  outset  estonian,  spanish,  Polish, German,  and  Austrian  women 
traveled  to  France  to  develop  strategies  to  improve  women’s  condi-






 Martin is quoted in louis saint-laurens, L’accession de la femme aux fonctions judiciaires (tou-
louse, 1931), 11–12; Maria Vérone, “le féminisme au sénat,” L’oeuvre, Mar. 12, 1930.
 Odette simon-Bidaux, “en France la femme ne peut pas . . . ,” Vu, Feb. 13, 1929.






judiciary. Before  legislation  could be  introduced, however,  the  cabi-
net was shuffled, and neither Hubert nor cathala could shepherd the 
reform  through.  the  following  year  Grinberg,  as  president  of  the 
National Association of Female Jurists (Association des Femmes Juristes, 
or AFJ), renewed the appeal with cathala, who was now the minister of 










render  justice, except  in  the  conseils de prud’hommes.”  in  this  lament 
she called attention to the anomaly that since the early 1900s women 
could vote and be elected as judges in the labor arbitration courts of 
the conseils du travail (decree, september 17, 1900) and the conseil supé-




  the  following  year  a  more  conciliatory  cathala  appointed  the 
radical deputy André Bardon to introduce legislation to admit women 
to  the  judiciary on an equal basis. the deputies Bardon, Anatole de 
Monzie,  and camille  Planche  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  this 
effect during a  long debate devoted  to  the  reorganization of  the  tri-
bunaux de première instance (civil courts) in April 1930. the language of 





Grinberg, “le pouvoir judiciaire: les auxiliaires de la justice,” in La vie publique dans la France con-
temporaine (Paris, 1925), 43.
 Georges scelle, “la représentation politique,” Revue du droit public 28 (1911): 547.
 Articles 5–6 of the law of Mar. 27, 1907, extended voting and electability to women. see 
rené Bloch and Henry chaumel, Traité théorique et pratique des conseils de prud’hommes (Paris, 1925), 
10; and Maria Vérone, Appel à la justice adressé par le Conseil national des femmes françaises à la Chambre 





the equal  treatment of women  in  the workforce. Bardon, whose wife 
was a lawyer, also declared: “Woman has a place in the courts. in the 
tribunaux pour enfants, she will undoubtedly do better than the sexe fort 
as a judge, and her instincts for justice and motherliness will catalyze 
the justice system to become more just.” the socialist Paul ramadier 
(later  the first prime minister of  the Fourth republic) defended  the 
proposal,  arguing  that  the  courts  would  provide  the  best  career  for 
“feminism” to be “progressively and methodically” disseminated.
  in the ensuing discussion deputies questioned women’s legal eli-
gibility  to  serve  in  public  office  and  reiterated  the  old  anxiety  that 
women’s  entrance  into  the  judiciary  might  result  in  women’s  aban-





the magistrature.” colomb’s opposition was  rooted  in  the belief  that 
the judiciary was graced with a quality of souveraineté publique that made 
it impossible to grant women “the right to judge” before “the right to 










  the  jurist louis saint-laurens claimed  this  vote as a  victory  for 
traditionalists.  He  described  the  judiciary  as  “the  last  fortress,  still 
intact, of our masculinisme judiciaire erected against the assaults of femi-
nism.” Grinberg responded to this news with disappointment tinged 
 JO, Débats parlementaires, Chambre des députés, Apr. 5, 1930, 1559–61. the chamber passed a 
proposal for the municipal vote brought by raymond Poincaré in July 1927, but requests by the 
chamber in 1928 and 1929 did not move the senate to take up the issue. see siân reynolds, France 
between the Wars: Gender and Politics (New York, 1996), 210.
0 JO, Débats parlementaires, Chambre des députés, Apr. 5, 1930, 1561.
 ibid., 1562.
 saint-laurens, Accession de la femme, 13.
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with resentment, alleging that men lacked objectivity and fairness when 







figure 1  Abel Faivre, “Messieurs, la cour!” Le journal, April 6, 1930
630  FreNcH HistOricAl stUDies
juxtaposition of seemingly superficial women masquerading as judges. 
such  cartoonish  women  could  never  embody  the  ideal  characteris-
tics  of  judges  such  as  rigor,  impartiality,  rationality,  and  authority. 
these stereotypes of female coquetry and lack of solemnity reified the 
National Assembly’s rejection of equity.
  the French  judiciary was,  in  fact,  facing a  recruitment crisis.  in 
1926 Vérone noted that only 73 judges were promoted to fill 453 open-
ings. By 1930 Bardon cited a need for 433  juges titulaires and another 














instead approved  lowering  the age qualification  to  twenty-three. the 
National Assembly promptly promulgated this proposal  in the law of 
July 16, 1930.
  the  ANA’s  refusal  to  approve  women  for  the  bench  reflected 








Annuaire statistique de la ville de Paris, 1929, 1930 et 1931 (Paris, 1933), 533.
 Maria Vérone,  “le congrès de Marseille,” Le droit des femmes, Dec.  1930, 298–300;  JO, 
Débats parlementaires, Chambre des députés, Apr. 5, 1930, 1559; Le congrès d’Alger de l’Association nationale 
des avocats (22–24 avril 1930), Bulletin de l’Association nationale des avocats inscrits aux barreaux de France, 
des colonies et pays de protectorat (Paris, 1930), 111–12.
 susan Pedersen, “catholicism, Feminism, and the Politics of the Family during the late 
third republic,”  in Mothers of a New World: Maternalist Politics and the Origins of Welfare States, ed. 
seth Koven and sonya Michel (New York, 1993), 246–76; Karen M. Offen, “Body Politics: Women, 














court  of  administrative  justice,  the  conseil  d’etat. Marie-Madeleine 
Dauvet-thiénot, an experienced lawyer and the leader of the French 

















Women and the Rise of the European Welfare States, 1880s–1950s, ed. Gisela Bock and Pat thane (lon-
don, 1991), 128–59.
 clark, Rise of Professional Women, 69–175.

























female  lawyer  to  substitute  for an  absent magistrate  in  the  juvenile 




unemployment of  intellectual workers  and  associated  antipathy. the 
combined energies of the associations of female jurists (AFJ), univer-




and publishing articles  to  stress  the value of women’s employment. 
they also directed support to suzanne Borel, who in 1930 had been the 
first woman to pass the civil service exam to join the diplomatic corps; 

















another  140,000  as  state  functionaries.  His  efforts,  however,  were 
unsuccessful.
  the inauguration of léon Blum’s Popular Front cabinet in 1936, 
and with  it  the  appointment  of  three  female ministers,  was  a  propi-
tious sign to feminists that they finally had allies inside the government 
to facilitate their desired reforms.00 the attorney Marcelle Kraemer-






would  deploy  arguments  based  on married  women’s  civil  incapacity 
to block any nomination of female judges. she thought compromises 
were possible, and  she planned  to push a parliamentary commission 
to  accept women  into  the  auxiliary  staff  of  diplomatic  offices.0 On 
the question of women’s access to the judiciary, she was prepared only 
to ask  the  justice minister  for his acquiescence  to permit unmarried 
women  into  the  juvenile  courts  to  avoid  a  direct  confrontation  over 
married women’s limited rights.0
  subsequent parliamentary approaches  to  this  issue were  equally 





for  the magistrates’ entrance exam.  in his  rationale Delattre argued: 
 Quoted in simonton, History of European Women’s Work, 242. Borel first assumed a diplo-
matic role as the wife of the foreign affairs minister Georges Bidault. Formal equality in the for-
eign service nominally resulted from the decree of June 6, 1945. see elodie lejeune, “Un retour 
aux normes? De suzanne Borel à Madame Georges Bidault (1944–1953),” in Femmes et diplomatie: 
France—XXe siècle, ed. Yves Denéchère (Brussels, 2004), 75–92.
 “Une proposition de loi de M. de Monzie,” La Française, June 21, 1930.











tions  to  the  juvenile court, and since  their contributions are demon-
strably generous, understanding, [and] productive, why then can’t they 
be permitted to collaborate in the drawing up of a sentence, the reper-
cussions of which have  a profound effect on  the  spirit  and  soul of  a 
child?”0 the committee on civil and criminal legislation approved 










ciful”  than men’s  and  “profound maternal  instincts”  that would  save 
the “disinherited children” of France if they were given opportunities 
to  judge. the approbation of  female  judges, she thought, would also 







the  regime  demonstrated  its  commitment  to  revitalizing  the  nation 
through the family by restricting women’s rights and idealizing women’s 
traditional  role  in  the  domestic  sphere.0  Acting  to  strengthen  the 
patriarchal family, the law of October 11, 1940, curtailed women’s right 
to work in civil service. the purging of women that followed was second 
0 “les  femmes seront-elles  juges-assesseurs dans  les  tribunaux pour enfants?” La Fran-
çaise, Jan. 23, 1937.







0 JO, Débats parlementaires, Chambre des députés, Jan. 14, 1937, 30.


















to  open  judicial  posts. to  feminists’  dismay,  the  first  bill  introduced 
in January 1945 proposed restricting women to the magistrature assise, 
which would have meant excluding them from public prosecution and 












staffing,  a  change was  instituted  to  the  tutelary  structure:  one  judge 
would now be assisted by two lay assessors, themselves experts in child 





























sition.  remarkably,  he  carried  fifty-four  other delegates  with  him. 
these abstentions aside, the bill passed unanimously and became the 
law of April  11,  1946,  that  permitted  all male  and  female  citizens  to 




Tensions in the Postwar Period





  Henriette  chandet,  “Mme.  Germaine  Poinso-chapuis:  Députée  des  Bouches-du-
rhône,” L’union nationale des femmes 15 (1946): 3.
 JO, Débats de l’Assemblée consultative provisoire, June 12, 1945, 1092–95. the press mislead-
ingly reported only unanimity, without noting the abstentions. see, e.g., “l’accession des femmes 
à la magistrature,” Le monde, June 14, 1945.
 William Guéraiche, Les femmes et la République: Essai sur la répartition du pouvoir de 1943 à 
1979 (Paris, 1999), 63.








cassation  and  continued  her  successes.  the  exceptional  achieve-




























 Marguerite Haller, La femme dans la magistrature: Cour d’appel de Douai; Audience solennelle de 
rentrée du 16 septembre 1961 (Douai, 1961), 11. Béquignon-lagarde received an honorary doctorate 
from smith college in 1949 (Who’s Who in France, 8th ed. [Paris, 1967], 786).
0 see claire Duchen and irene Bandhauer-schöffmann, eds.,  introduction  to When the 
War Was Over: Women, War, and Peace in Europe, 1940–1956 (london, 2000), 1–12.
 Marie-thérèse Moreau, “Au club féminin, avec Mme. lagarde, conseiller à la cour de 






























Moreau  to demand:  “But when will we  see matrimonial  law adapted 
to our constitution and  to  the exigency of modern  life? the  legisla-
ture must act.”0 Despite the overall climate of economic recovery and 
 Marie-thérèse Moreau, “A propos de quelques propositions de lois: la femme céliba-
taire; la femme notaire,” L’union nationale des femmes 19 (1947): 3–4.
 Margery Fry et al., The Juvenile Court: Measures to Be Taken (london, 1947), 186–87.
  “Verrons-nous bientôt  les  femmes magistrates  en pays musulman?” Pouvoir judiciaire, 
June 15, 1949, 5.
 louis Aubin, “ici l’on juge en robe . . . en en jupons,” Pouvoir judiciaire, Jan. 15, 1947, 3.
  André-Jean  Arnaud, Les juristes face à la société du XIXe siècle à nos jours  (Paris,  1975), 
79–105.
 robert le Blant, La loi du 11 avril 1946 et les possibilités de mariage entre magistrats: Cour 
d’appel de Douai; Audience solennelle de rentrée du 2 octobre 1950 (Douai, 1950), 21–24.
 Andrée lehmann, Le 20e anniversaire de la Déclaration universel des droits de l’homme: Ce que 
les femmes doivent cette déclaration (Paris, 1968), 15.
0 Marie-thérèse Moreau, “chronique juridique: la femme auxiliaire de la justice; Une 
nouvelle loi,” L’union nationale des femmes 24 (1948): 4–5.
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side  the  prohibitions,  notably  in  the  commercial  and  labor  courts. 
second,  this  research  suggests  that  contemporaries  concluded  that 

















Occupation.  in  the postwar period conservatives  continued  to apply 
the brakes  to progress; despite  formal equality, men and women did 
not  occupy  the  same  positions,  fulfill  the  same  specialties,  or  enjoy 
equal status.
  At  issue  in  this  controversy were  threats  to  corporate  cohesion, 
traditional definitions of professional identity and practice, and male 





onstrate  their aptitude  as professionals  and  that  this,  in  turn, would 
have raised the perceived value of women in society. the limited range 
of  employment  opportunities  for women  in  the  early  twentieth  cen-
tury,  along with  the  continued denial of  suffrage  after World War  i, 
was a compelling sign that France was not keeping abreast of contem-
porary democratic trends in other industrial societies. Feminists’ argu-
ments  for opening  the  judiciary  to  all women drew on  the principle 














see Margaret Maruani, Travail et emploi des femmes (Paris, 2003), 41–43.
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As  historians  of women’s  history  have  amply demonstrated,  political 
rights in France were fundamentally gendered in theory and applica-
tion. the  efforts  to  open  the  judiciary  to women were met with  a 
degree of resistance indicative of the larger political and social ques-
tions at stake.
 see, e.g., christine Fauré, Democracy without Women: Feminism and the Rise of Liberal Indi-
vidualism in France, trans. claudia Gorbman and John Berks (Bloomington, iN, 1991). the recent 
struggle for gender equality  is addressed in Joan W. scott, Parité! Sexual Equality and the Crisis of 
French Universalism (chicago, 2005).
